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REPORT geography of my stuff 
Australian Curriculum: 

Geographies of Interconnections Year 9 
Scooped by Dr Susan Bliss

Source: Royal Geographical society with IBG – http://www.rgs.org/NR/rdonlyres/ 
BFC14392-2E26-415E-A198-C32322463750/0/KS3_Stuff_Factsheet.pdf

The unit focuses on interconnections that link teenage 
consumers living in the UK with overseas people, places and 
environments. It ‘introduces moral, ethical and environmental 
issues associated with the global trade in consumer goods 
including child labour and food miles’. 

The unit investigates ‘stuff’ such as laptops and reasons for 
growth of consumerism – especially amongst teens. Music 
downloads, online ordering of consumer goods and virtual 
chat rooms are covered. Additionally the unit studies the 
environmental and social impacts of global trade especially 
at Christmas and Easter and strategies for action such as 
recycle, re-use, refuse and replace, and the purchase of locally 
produced goods.

Geography of stuff using Google Earth 
Source: http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Teaching+resources/

Key+Stage+3+resources/The+geography+of+my+stuff/
Stuff+Using+Google+Earth.htm

Key questions:
Where does my stuff come from?

Why do I need so much stuff?

Who makes our stuff?

What happens to our stuff when it is not longer required? 

How are we interconnected with people, places and 
environments in other parts of the world? 

How can we help reduce damage caused by runaway 
consumerism?

What are the links between consumerism and:

excessive food miles

climate change 

child labour and labour exploitation 

depletion of non renewable resources 

online fraud 

changes to communities
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A Jarkarta Mall. Source: Wikimedia Commons
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A Jarkarta Shopping Mall. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons




