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Australian Curriculum:
Geographies of Interconnections Year 9

Scooped by Dr Susan Bliss

Source: Royal Geographical society with IBG — http://www.rgs.org/NR/rdonlyres/
BFC14392-2E26-415E-A198-C32322463750/0/KS3_Stuff_Factsheet.pdf

Geography of stuff using Google Earth

Source: http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Teaching-+resources/
Key+Stage+3-+resources/The+geography-+of+my+stuff/
Stuff+Using+Google+Earth.ntm

Key questions:
- Where does my stuff come from?

4 - Why do | need so much stuff?
=

A Jarkarta Mall. Source: Wikimedia Commons Who makes our stuff?

The unit focuses on interconnections that link teenage What happens to our stuff when itis not longer required?

consumers living in the UK with overseas people, places and - How are we interconnected with people, places and
environments. It ‘introduces moral, ethical and environmental environments in other parts of the world?

issues associated with the global trade in consumer goods - How can we help reduce damage caused by runaway
including child labour and food miles’ consumerism?

The unit investigates ‘stuff’ such as laptops and reasons for * Whatare the links between consumerism and:

growth of consumerism — especially amongst teens. Music “ excessive food miles
downloads, online ordering of consumer goods and virtual * climate change
chat rooms are covered. Additionally the unit studies the *

. A . child labour and labour exploitation
environmental and social impacts of global trade especially

. . . depletion of non renewable resources
at Christmas and Easter and strategies for action such as P

" .
recycle, re-use, refuse and replace, and the purchase of locally online fraud
produced goods. * changes to communities
Royal
Geographical
witniag The Geography of My Stuff - ‘gecgraphy explained’
fact sheet
Ky ideas Key facts
Lesson 1: Where The sources of consumer Labals cn products that vwe Duy can tell us & DIt About the Gngens of that product, but they don t kel us
wloes nay stull itemes are spread across the the wicle story. There are many guestsons that can be asked; Where was the produwct made? Wha
conse from? globe. made it? What were the working conditions like for this person? Where did the different components
comne fram? Wha owns the company that made the prodisct? Where do they make / spend thar
mcney? What are the emarenmental smph 3 of the manulacturing / packageng / bransporting of

the product? And g5 on,

The Amencan wnber Thamas Friedman found that the comgonents of hue Dell laptop angnated frem a
possibile forty différent Fectones in Sixteen different Sourtres. 56 its nok just the final product that
nesds to be evestigated, but sll of the compansnt parts as well.

Im thewr Teaching Ceography artucle “Made in 7 Appreciating the everyday geographess of connected
Irves™, Cook et al, (Z007) Feghlsght the cpporturabes for shudyang geography that anse frem
consumplion, They suggest thal ghobakzabion, ureven development, interdependence, tcale ard
conndchion, prosemity and distance, rélatonsl thinking, sdéntity, responsibility and futures can all be
explesed thrawgh researching the coiging of the aema that we buy. (Read thes articled

Im the study of comsumption, peeple can be producers or sonsumers - or both. & preducer i3 & worker
b make: goosds and cennces fon other pecpbe to e and srgoy. The work can be i agrouliure
{grawing focd), manufsctunng (making snd assembling products such a6 pans, hght Bulbs or TVE) &
sarvecas (proweding & service such 88 legal Sdwice). The sérvice Bactor alss includes créative arts such
& muse ard Alm making. A consumer iz someone wha purchazes and enjoys the use of commadities
{mems including manfactured goods and foed). Definmians of "corsumes’ can be widemed to also
wchude The puichace andfar sngayment af muese, Glmoand TV art lmse, tounsm and prefesoonal

sarvides,

Thee idea ol consumgption Food miles are measures of how far food has travelled to reach & consumer, Some food s produced

enibraces more Usan just Iocallty and may cnly travel & few miles, Howewer, most supsrmariets buy food from Ffar sway places,

food - it also includes goods, | such as asparagus from South Amernica, which trawels thousands of miles to the LS. When it comes to
services and the arts. processed food And eanng out, we have to take inta azcount all of the separate ingredsents of the

product, 8l of wheth may have come from different places.,

Mestures of the impads of contumplion e nol restrnced o foad, bul mcude all of the geods and
Serwices thst we use, 85 well 55 Gur iSuré pursuits such &5 music and film, Manufstured goods may
contain parts from many diferent places, and art, music and film alse have different “ingredients” as
well as natisnal influsnces (e.g. Bellywesd films and Mip Hop music). They may alse have prople fram
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different oountries working togetner to produce the film or GO, Mdm@wwh@dmm
wee can study & product’s carbon footprint. & carbon footprint is & measure of how much
h-ﬂr#wﬂ:uhpméapm,hwmnMWMutwrhrl-m«nciﬁw
o place ta ancther. Carbon dioxde i released it burned and for thee reason o i better for
hmwﬂ id:t iwdmmwm-*hnqhwhnwnl 'I'M-r becauze

Lesson 2 Why can | Societics are continually b
buy more | changing and the average mmmmum#m mmmmnmtmmmu&
thamn they level of wealth in the UK has | low-paid Esctory and faming sccupations and inta well-paid offics jobs. People e have mome
used to? grown considerably over disposable income to spend on consumer goods and lesure pursus, and this is alss reflected in the
tinee. average amaunt of pocket meney that UK teenagers receive, especially in comparisen

Much of this wealth is now bicyele and a radio, in the 2000s the range of products that & teenager may own has expanded
spent on consumer goods and | dramatscally to include #ods, lap tops, mobde phores ard OVD players = amangst many other things.

Az well as a rise in average incomes, ancther reason we are able to consume mone is that the relative
prices of many of the goods that we buy have fallen. Thig it paricularly the cage for manufactred
electrical and hi-tech products, and it related to the emergence of cheapes producer natices cverseat
a3 well 33 Fmpro i the bechnologies of produstion.

When they wee fireh made svslsbde o bew pears ago, set bop (Freeanew) booss coet cver £100, Tn
2007, however, Tesco launched a digital set bop box which ot just £10. Chris Price from consumer
dm:ﬂbﬂmwwd-wmmlwmmﬂuuwkﬂinmm
market for these products. There used to be just a few retail outhets selling electrical products, but now
that it ie postible to buy them in e many different places, inchading online and in the supermarket,
retaders Are cuttang pricee 1o ALIrACE customere,

Othetr products that ave seen dramatic price decreases over the past ten years include powerful
computens (& drop of B0% fram £2500 te £250), DVD playere [B0% frem £300 Lo £30), emall Tée
(76% fram [400 ba [100) and €04 and DAD [50% fram [16 ta [8), Clethes have alie seen a fall =
E‘m-wnummmmmm 1596 and it i now possible to buy o pair of jeans for

Howetwer, thire ane sofme negakne impacks of thise prece drog. Product quabity 13 olften sacnfieed, and
pecple come to see such items as "disposable’ - it is cheaper to replace them than fix them. This has
implkcations for the smaount of waste we dispose of, much of which in the case of slactrical items may
b boncc Eo the Environmeent. Importing products from cheaper factoneas overseas has further

ervar | and there aee secial fext e and

_ - o ]
Lessan 3: Where Dillerent types of retail L) Tippees of relailing:

pripd A B et Comvenience shore: local shore susch &3 & nevsngant o small grocer. Usually sells soly choag
everyday items (called 'low-crder” goods) to small numbers of pecple from perhaps just a few bocal
streets,

Comparison store: store found in the Central Business District (CBD) of & town, ususlly selling more
expendnes | Fagh-order’ goods) that are rol reguned every day. Inchades Book shops, shoe shops and
electncal shops., Dften, companson slones are 'chan stores’, £.9. Wieshwortha,

Street market: in some places, vegetables and other foods can be bought fram strest markets on
some daye of the week. Other goods, suth a6 clothes, are slso sold this way, Stréet markets bre
eemiman in clder parts of large cties and are sometimes targeted at ug-market consumerns (&.9.
organic farmers’ markets).

ool -towm m:amummﬁaﬂ?&l chain, often found ot the edge of & town or
ity in 3 ‘retail park’. The largest stores (ever 2500 m~) ane called ypermarkets.

Retail park: sn area thak has been set aside at or near the edge of 3 tewn or ity where out-of-town
etores can group together, Sometimes Loge etructures euch e the Bluswater thopging centre are
built, whene retasders can be housed.

"Mietro’ ghore: thie e the Latedt trend in retadng and comprites & ecalededimm mner aly supermarke!,

often attached to a petrol station. These stores are accessible and encourage people to shop while they
refuel or peck up some items on the way homs from work.

The rise in disposable incomes hat generabed a demand for goods which could not be met by existing
shgr i tomm eontres. This is becawse of the shortage of Land in the CBD, and the high Lland values, &3
& result, chaen brands such a3 Sarsbury's, Tesco, Marks and Spencer and Teea = alorg with cthers =
sought BlaNNInG parmission te build large few stones on the edpts of towns And Gtiss.

The growth of out-of-town stores has been helped By otfver factons, Unblos in the pact, the majenity of
the public now have socess to a car, while roads have besn improved and widensd in many towns and
citses poer the Rast thirty years, This has helped to make mwmuhmduwm

mmwmwh«-m people. There are now over 1000 supermarkets, hypermarkets
retail shopping centres in the UK. Ties has only three stores in the south east, b'.ltrthooﬂwmriw
2l Lendon hames with thete, fugg chat all Lond arw within reach of ane of the ctores, Huge

marshcutes sl snch tits allow & drosre rangs of goods b b chocked n bulk.
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These siles of consamplion

brimg & range of social and
enwironmental impacts.

Each o the setad type renkred mmtuww%nﬂumﬁwm
wnrgnenental wnpacts. The kocal ugh stiest may be e
uwmmwnﬂmmvwn&wwmamﬂnmu On the sther hand,
out of bown retail parics may previde 8 wide range of sheps and ample parking, But their construchsn
may have environmental implications (perhaps being buslt on green space), and they may nok be
sccessible to some sectors of the community, for example the elderly. The keoal conwersence store may
be mooessible, but it won't stock a wide range of prodiscts and will be in direct competition with the rew
meetre pusermarkets, Will it take endugh revenus to survive, and if it dessn't, what are the implications.
sgain for bese mobile membens of the community?

Lewwan 4: Virtual
it

The geagraphy of
commmplion increasingly has
an onluve dinwension to it,

The growth of online
shopping has an impact on
shops amd seuieties lack in
the “real’ weorld. There are
by implications lor e
enwirommenl.

Beibmin v Furnpe’e number ane anhine choggung naban, hm‘m,hm-nmmaw&
4.6 billesn orlkee per peasr, which amownts to sn sverage of §78 per perean. Buen though the

ecananmy showed in 2008, online sales rose by 11.5%. mm:uwmmnmﬂﬁ
%158 millan in the three menths fe June J008. Onlee sh B it 15 gusck and
ﬂmsﬂm‘l.lWM-MHMM,MMMHNHMH&nrm = and gven i
it's bad westher - and all the big high street stores now have websites so vou can still buy from your
Favwpunine shep, Ak times during 2007, Amazon received 11 orders per second! Analysts have
WMHMMIHMM&WWMMMMIIMNM

Of eourse, the rise in online shopping has implications for ehops back in the “réal world”. Many hagh
street shops are euffering from declining eales, and this it especially the case for music and DVD stores
Bt imore and incre pecple are downloading music and films from the Internet Grto their computens and
P,

Yo can buy muse legally on the Inbernet frem sources such as iTures. However, some poople also
share D9 by cogrying them and some music files are posted on the Internet where cthers can gain
acoesy o them. If music is downlpaded illegally from unofficial spurces ke these, this is called piracy.
Thae Intermet is having a mapsr effect o the music mdustry and hew it is run. 1F pecgile da not pay for
mruzic, then record comipanies hawe less money Bo invest in future bands. The Internet means that CO
sabes have fallen, and as a result, so hawe profits for the performerns, the songwr iters and the record
CCMpBNES.

thwnm shopgeng has both positive and negative amplications:
Chasper onling means even more products scé being manufectured and sold - all of
which requunes energy and o responsble for mone carbon dioxide being emitbed

« fome crlee puichases are delered n wns and G g thab there v mane Lags
wehiches on our reads.

b dewnioad and kisten e manic and films. Thes leads
and all #ahuch a ot ;

Wit sy

% Firmns boe Google hawe cifices contaming tens of thousands of comp
for products online. This uses up enormous amounts of energy.

Hemewer

4  Meore people are downloading musss, books and newspapers onto ther §-Pods and computers.
Fewer CDs, boclcs and newspapers are made which saves paper - and rees.

= Sorme chope are ehutting down (8.5, 0VD ke chops, slectrical and book ehape) st people are
burnng anhne. The means less people travel inta bem contres, cauding bess pallutssn and

eengestion.
+  Many onling purchases are delivered in the nermal way by Roval Mail, 85 there is nd increase in
trasepert and polhution.

With the rise in the number of people

o help people o search

onfine, the potentisl for ret crime increases, S6% of

shopping
targeted attacks on compubers are aimed it home uters, Attacks include hacking, vinuses, spam and
phiching, Many peaple etill don't Lake bagic sbeps to protect themselves from net crime, mith 17% with
M“MM!H«-."-W Mﬁmuﬂ mms—mmmm n-wlltw:h

Tnsson & The kids
wiheo meakoe cur

Cour e livess. (s comsmmen )
connect with those of
children living in poorer
nations (a3 producers)
thraugh the geography of
comsumption.

i jche from o 2
ﬂ'\lldlﬂrhr 1IHWH¢-&NHrWwaE Many M!ﬂm thie.
exploitative, and in many countries there is & mirimum age for work. In the UK, itis 16 years.
Ot coantries have diferent sge limits, for sxampls in iy 8nd Japan it i 15, i India and
EBgypt it i 14 acd in Trinidad it s 12, However, some courtries have o begal minimum working age for
children, inclufng Congo, Malvn and Pagus New Guirss.
According to UNICEF, there ane 250 millsn aged 2 and 17 wario rldande. Most
ﬂ”wmﬂm“mmwmmwlmﬂmwm“
B0 child Labcaursre per 10,000 pecple. Childien muy be smployed in & wide raege of jobe, mcluding
Unckory wonk, merer, quarpesg, sgrculbune, belpeng i thewr parents’ busingss, selling, achng as guides
mm&“mmngmmm In some cases, they may be forced into prostitution or

Eis

This section previcusly contained test and & related web link to the BBC's Panorama of 23
June 2008 Primark = On the Rack” which the Scciety has removed Bem ks can mobate. On 16 June
I Standards C it

e migese onear and web-based apologees to Primark and nod (o sell or repeal the programme.
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Lesson 6 Global
spacts and
possible @oticns
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Geographical
Socialy

win s

The demand for consumer
items in thie UK has impacts
wihach are spread soross the
pllobee.

Cher g anmummpalion has imgue b
wn a range of different
soielies and envircnnenis.

Howr cam we help to reduce
the damage caused by
MUREWEY CONSUNMErian?

lian Curriculum: Geographies of Interconnections Year 9

Consumensm i brvked with issues on a range of scales that have been covered in this unit 30 far:
Excesve fpod miles and climate changs

Lo&s o grésn bealt land

Child labour and labour exploitation

Cepletion of resources

Cirilend Fraud

Charges to dur commundties

T the L we cormums & lob. A & redull, we throw away & lob of rubingh, Cumently, lensl of housshold
waste in thee UK are sicreasing at a rate of 3% each year. The equates 1o & doubbng of levels every
twenty years, Waste leveld ke dunng Chomtmas and New Year, with about one-terth of owr anrual
sl (theee medlicn lanne | Bring grrerated over bhe festnoe pened. The gavernment spomened
aganeation Rropshe Mae catimates that ar theow amay ane bilban Chrstmas cands, oght miien
Chnglmad brees and TED rulban boltles swery paar, Turkey fnl slone creates 3 000 bonres of wasle
and 83 millign km® of wrappeng paper av¢ used. Thel sreates & huge smpact on the emaronment.
Currenitly, 75% of sur waste snds up in lanafill, althaugh new laws are beng intrecuced in the LK that
will impose taxes on ool councls if more matenisls sre not recyched instesd. But waste isn't the cnly
envirgnmental problem created by the Christmas festival, According to sceentists ot the Institute of
Phygezs, the UK gemerates 2 milbon tonmes of evtra greerhouse gases at this bime of year ressting
turkeys, watching axtra TV and Eghteng up hiuses with Chnstmas lsphts,

Iri the L we have slso incressad our foasumption of borfthed wabér at the fastest rabe of afy country ini
Eurcpe aver the last five yesos, Th is strange, conindenng that we have some of the best quality tag
water in the workd. The impact of these plastic botthes = which take husdreds of years to decompse =
i Puge &6 thé vast majenty of plastc Bottles are ndithér réused nar rédypcled.

Bast of ol st G gwen Lanad S cbes Bhat aee ctfenng. Much of ou waste i chipped 5000 miles for
recyelng in China. In 2006, Ching sxported £13.8 bilkan worth of manufactiuned goods to the UK, sod
reeived 1.9 millisn tornes of rubbish im return 1t i3 illsgal for BU counkries te svper waghe for
chigaial, bt ot con be shepped out for récyehing, Uslortunalely, many af the recychng plasts it & senl
to are unregulated, creating pollution and health rishs. You can resd more about the recycling of Us
waste in Chona in these tee arbicles frem the Cuardian anling website: Waste lang snd British washe
Bdds to evrenmentpl oregis goregs Ching.

There sre four actions [the four Rs) that can help us use less of the sarth’s natural rescunces:

*  Recycle - waste products are broken down and used to make snother product, for exsmnple plastic
Eatles are malted down and wbed o make new botthes, &r in s6Me cades, Aasias! Pagsr &an be
puilpad and ussd o maks new pager, MEddeng that fewer tréds nesd to B# cut down.

*  Reuss - macy itéms can bé réused seversl bimes Before they are thedwn Sway, For sxamole plastc
kg o plaches bottles, whaeh can b rehiled from the tag. Besting dems mears that brses need to

be manufactured m the first place, tanng valuable rescunces,

Refuse - baforg buying something few, sk yourself whether you réally nésd it. Consider refusing
15 buy excessively packaged goods = this type of contumer boycotl puls pressure on
macafacturers to réduce their packaging, Take your dwn bag to the supermarket and refuss &
plastic camier bag.

Reépair - beforé throwing away & broken bt consader whether it can be répaired - dither by
wourself oo by & professional. Torm cdothes can be stitched, broken toys glued, évén computéns Can
b Foed. Geting semethimg repaired rather than buying 3 replacement again saves resources ard
prévents mooe 80d more waste Being sant o lardfll,
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A Jarkarta Shopping Mall.
Source: Wikimedia Commons






