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Students created posters on the theme “ Take 3 for the Sea”

Kindergarten love geography

“Kindergarten are very keen geographers who cheer when Geography is on the daily
timetable. They love learning about the world, reading maps, learning about other
cultures and referring to the globe when we talk about other countries or read stories”.

Rebecca Pierpoint
Waverley Public School

Professional Learning

During Terms 2 and 3, staff at Waverley Public School undertook professional learning activities to assist
them with programming the Geography Syllabus K- 6. These activities included attendance at workshops
during the CoSiES (Community of Schools in the Eastern Suburbs) Conference in Term 2 and a full day

on programming essentials with Geography Education Consultant, Lorraine Chaffer for Term 3 Staff
Development Day. Collaboration between classroom teachers and school leaders at these events resulted
in the sharing of ideas and resources between schools and the development of an air of confidence and
excitement about teaching Geography as a stand alone subject for the first time. With an understanding of
geographical inquiry skills and tools, including fieldwork and simple spatial technologies Waverley Public
School had its first Geography teaching programs ready for implementation in Semester 2.

Geography Bulletin Vol 48, No3 2016 5



Kindergarten love geography

A nice day for kindergartens first fieldwork activity

The kindergarten students at Waverley Public School
have been participating in Geography lessons based
around place and the importance of places. Student
activities have included:

Creating pictorial maps of our classroom and the
local area

Exploring the area around the school via Google
Earth, maps and fieldwork

Walking around the school’s locality to identify the
natural and human features of the environment
including places they could see further away such as
Centrepoint Tower and planes arriving at and leaving
Sydney airport. Where possible places were named
correctly.

Students represented objects in the classroom on a map. Yes
this room has a tent. Note: It is difficult for for young students
to create bird’s eye view maps

Fieldwork and post fieldwork activities undertaken by
students included:
Observing features of places

Field sketching on a template attached firmly to a
clipboard
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Discussing the Aboriginal heritage of the area and
what the land might have looked like many years ago

Identifying North, East, South and West using
compasses

Talking about the importance of the places they
visited and sketched and answering questions about
why we should care about them.

Creating “Take 3 for the Sea” posters

Aboriginal history and culture was integrated through
fieldwork and art / mapping based activities.

“Kindergarten has been learning about Aboriginal life
and culture including how Aboriginal people recorded
information such as in the form of rock art and rock
engravings. We discussed what rock art could be around
our local area. As we are a school that is very close of the
ocean, we decided to draw fish and other sea creatures
that were a major source of food for the local Aboriginal
people.”




Kindergarten love geography

Rebecca has agreed to share the trial teaching program developed for the kindergarten unit “People live in places”.
Now that the unit has finished | am hoping Rebecca will be able to update us on revisions the kindergarten teachers
will make in light of their experience teaching Geography in term 3

Thank you Rebecca for sharing your experiences with GTA NSW bulletin readers. It is exciting to see Geography
engaging young students with the real world through fieldwork and inquiry and to see them using geographical
tools to represent the places they have investigated and issues such as ocean pollution.

Lorraine Chaffer
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OPLE LIVE IN PLACES
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AGTA ANNOUNCES AN ESSENTIAL NEW GEOGRAPHY RESOURCE

Geography Skills Unlocked is an exciting new
skills book for Australian secondary schools

Geography Skills Unlocked is published
by the Australian Geography Teachers
Association and written by a team of
experienced Geography teachers.

1 Contents

o oy
o Ut 00 QRGeS mise?
@ pacs v ki

2 Geographic inquiry - the stage:

KEY FEATURES:

=» Contents aligned to the inquiry and skills-based
requirements of Australian Curriculum: Geography

= An engaging, easy to navigate design

=» A student friendly approach with step-by-step
explanations, descriptions and worked examples

=> A focus on emerging technologies used to
gather, analyse and present geographical data

=> GeoSkills and Geolnquiry activities that
scaffold student learning

> A wealth of stimulus material including
a diverse range of maps, graphs, aerial
photographs, satellite images, diagrams
and photographs

Ffss .

> Examples drawn from each Australian
state and territory with additional
international material

> Key terms explained in embedded )
glossary boxes

Geography Skills Unlocked will be published mid 2016 and will be
available for purchase via the AGTA website: www.agta.asn.au/Products
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