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The following pages are a selection of slides from
a presentation | gave to the Australian Geography
Teachers Association Conference in Auckland 2015.

When | first heard the term liveability and discovered it
was the main theme of a unit in year 7 of the Australian
Curriculum (Stage 4 NSW Syllabus) I was a little
overwhelmed. On further investigation, the “What on
earth would | teach”became “there is way too much to
choose from” - the question became "What on earth will
interest year 77"

Investigating liveability in Year 7 is well placed as the
concept is connected to other Geography units —
Landscapes, Water, Changing Places (Urbanisation),
Interconnections, Sustainable Biomes, Environmental
Change and Human Wellbeing.

The concept of liveability can be examined at a variety of
scales from a local street (liveable streets), to nations and
regions (wealth and poverty / developed/ developing,
rural / urban, Asia) and global (Earth, ecological
footprints, biocapacity). Students should investigate a
range of places.

Part 1 looks at activities to introduce liveability and
factors that influence people’s perceptions of liveability.
Any one of these activities can lead into an investigation
of factors influencing the liveability of places and ways of
measuring and assessing the liveability of places.

Part 2 in the next edition will look in more detail at the
integration of geographical tools and enhancing the
liveability of places at a range of scales.
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