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Advice for those new to teaching senior Geography
Lorraine Chaffer 

President GTANSW 
Geography Education Consultant

INTRODUCING PEOPLE & ECONOMIC ACTIVITY    

Unlike other HSC topics, there is no general section for People and Economic 
Activity that can apply to all economic activities and economic enterprises. 

Thus, it is easy to dive straight into a study of an 
activity and enterprise without considering essential 
background knowledge and understanding that will 
enhance students’ capacity to answer stimulus based 
questions about an activity or enterprise they have not 
studied.

Examples of such background knowledge and 
understanding include:

• What is an economic activity?

• What are the different sectors of an economy into 
which activities and enterprises are categorised? 

• What do all economic activities need to establish 
and be successful?

• How has the nature and spatial pattern of economic 
activity changed over time – globally, in Australia and 
locally?

• Links to vocational education & workplace 
knowledge and skills

The following PowerPoint slides are from a HSC lecture 
series I delivered a few years ago to suggest ways of 
introducing this topic. Many of the ideas have been 
expanded in Alex’s article. 

NOTE: This PPT will be made available on the GTANSW 
website for teachers wanting to use it as an introduction 
with their students. The remaining slides will be collated 
into an article in the second special HSC Bulletin. 
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HSC Geography in the Media
Lorraine Chaffer’s Scoop.it page for senior geography is regularly 
updated with media reports linked to preliminary and HSC 
topics. Better HSC answers will contain media references that 
demonstrate that students are aware of recent issues, changes, 
statistics or events related to their topics.

Source: http://www.scoop.it/t/
nsw-senior-geography-current-
syllabus

http://www.scoop.it/t/nsw-senior-geography-current-syllabus

