PRIMARY RESOURC

GEOGRAPHY ALIVE: A NEW GTANSW ONLINE
RESOURCE FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS

GTANSW has celebrated the launch of a new online Primary Geography resource
Geography Alive - http://gtansw.org.au/geography-alive/

The initiative includes sample units of work organised by stage of learning. Currently, there are 10 units
available. Each unit includes an overview linking it to the NSW Geography Syllabus (K-6), detailed lesson
plans with step-by-step instructions, teaching resources and, where appropriate, student worksheets. The
units have been drafted by a team of experienced Primary teachers and many have already been road
tested'in the classroom.

The units are discrete entities. They do not represent a‘scope and sequence’that covers all syllabus
requirements. Over time, additional units will be added to the site. Teachers are encouraged to share their
own units with their colleagues across NSW.

The following pages are samples from Stage 2 Unit My Places: Picture book study.

GEOGRAGHY ALIVE WEBSITE can be found within the GTANSW Website at http://www.gtansw.org.au

This is a screen capture from the website

ey ey ey ey [y ey

GEOGRAPHY ALIVE — HOME

UNITS OF STUDY: GEOGRAPHY (K-6)

The units in this website are to support the implementation of the NSW Geagraphy Syllabus for the Australion Curriculum In Primary years of
schooling. The Geography Teachers' Association of NSW Inc. (GTA NSW) commissioned a team of experienced Primary school teachers to
deveop these exemplar units of work aligned to the K-6 requireemnts of the syllabus. Each unit consists of six to eight lessons complete with
the resources required for their successful impl ion in the cl

Geagraphy Alive 15 an evolving repository of resources. Additlonal units will be added to the website as they are developed. The overall
structure of the Geography Alive wehsite Is shown below. Use the links in the table below or menu above to view each unit.

Topic Unit

Unit 1: People live in places

Stage 1
(YEARS 18 2)

Topic 2: People and places Unit 2: Tourism: Connecting People and Places
Unit 3:

Unit 1:
Topic 1: Places are similar and
e : My Plage; Picture Baok Study
different Unit 2

Stage 2 Unit 3:
(YEARS 3 & 4) T,
Topic 2: The Earth's

Unit 2:

Unit 3:

Unit 1:

Topic 1: Factors that shape

places
Stage 3 Unit 3: Bushfire Hazards In Australia

(YEARS 5 & &) Unit 1

Topic 2: A diverse and PR
: Investigating Asla
connected world

Unit 3:

Unir 2:
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Geography Alive — Stage 2

STAGE 2 (YEARS 3 & 4): TOPIC 1: PLACES ARE SIMILAR AND
DIFFERENT

UNIT 2: MY PLACES: PICTURE BOOK STUDY

>> Unit 2 lessons

Content focus: Geographical concepts:

In this unit students examine the natural and human *  Place: the significance of places and what they are like. For example:
features of an Australian community through the places students live in and belong to and why they are important.
study of an award winning picture book, My Place. *  Space: the significance of location and spatial distribution, and ways

They explore the changing land uses, settlement
patterns and demographic characteristics of a place
and use this information to imagine what it would be
like to live in that place. Students have the opportunity
to reflect on how people’s perceptions of places
determine the nature of their interactions with the
environment with particular attention attached to
protection of places.

people organise and manage the spaces that we live in. For example:
location of a place in relation to other familiar places.

* Environment: the significance of the environment in human life, and the
important interrelationships between humans and the environment. For
example, how and why places should be looked after.

* Interconnection: no object of geographical study can be viewed in
isolation. For example: local and global links people have with places and
the special connection Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
maintain with Country/Place.

Syllabus content area:
Similarities and differences between places

Students investigate the changing settlement
patterns and demographic characteristics of places
and the lives of the people who live there

MY PLACE

Nadia Wheatley & Donna Rawlins

Perception and protection of places

Students investigate how the protection of places by
people’s perception of places. Description of how and
why people perceive places differently

Key inquiry questions:

* How do the places change over time?

* How and why do people observe places
differently?

* How do peoples’ perception of places influence
the protection of places.

Note: This unit provides schools with an opportunity
to develop and implement an integrated unit
incorporating studies in Geography, History and
English (literacy).

characteristics of places and
environments

* describes the ways people,
places and environments
interact

* examines differing perceptions
about the management of places
and environments

® acquires and communicates
geographical information using
geographical tools for inquiry.

Outcomes: Inquiry skills: Geographical tools:
A student: Acquiring geographical information Maps
* examines features and * pose geographical questions * mental (sketch) maps

collect and record geographical data and
information by observing and using visual
representations

Processing geographical information

represent data by constructing mental
maps

draw conclusions based on interpretation
of geographical information sorted into
categories

Communicating geographically

present findings in a range of
communication forms

reflect on their learning and suggest
responses to their findings

Visual representations

® story book-based illustrations and
maps
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Lesson 5 — Worksheet 2

Task: One of the elements linking the lives of those children featured in My Place is the ‘big tree’. Fill
in the boxes below, briefly outlining the role played by the ‘big tree’ in the life of the character

featured in each of the specified double-page spread.

1788 1798 1818
1988 1838
1968 1858
1938 1908 1898

© Geography Teachers Association NSW
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Lesson 8 — Resource Sheet 1

Development proposal hypothetical

Hypothetical: A group of property developers plans to redevelop the site occupied by McDonald’s
and the adjacent car park (see the 1988 map). Part of their plan includes the purchase of the open
space currently covered with grass and the old fig tree. The tree is a historic landmark in the local
area and pre-dates the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788. The development application lodged with the
local council proposes that a 10-story office block with ground-level retail outlets be built on the site.
One of these will house a modern McDonald’s outlet. Fifty jobs will be created during construction
and more than 300 people will work in the building once complete. The pro-development council has
agreed to a land swap with the developer. A new park will be developed on another site as
compensation. The new park will feature three newly planted fig trees. Those opposed to the
development have gone to the Land and Environment Court in an effort to have the development
stopped. You are a judge of the Land and Environment Court. Will you allow the development to go
ahead?

Community views on the proposed development

o’
= We have a high level of youth destroy the character of the area.
unemployment in the city.

( The development will create job Protecting the big tree is
opportunities for our young people. essential. Any development will

| -— |
";‘i\s_ ,,-‘?' Nobody has considered the
L4 views of the Uraditional owners.
The big tree is a very special
place. Indigenous penple have
gathered under it its shady
S : branches for hundreds of years.
The big tree is an important (
landmark. Local children have s
played there for gencrations. i, —
We need to protect such > - If managed properly, the creation b a8
important parts of our local = of a new park will make a ==
heritage. worthwhile contribution to the ‘ - ‘
local environment.

I'm a retiree. | like the idea of a new
building in the main street. You can't We like the community the way it is. We don’t need a

hold back progress! flash new office tower and a new McDonald's. The area
is already too crowded. We are concerned that the
neighbourhood will be overdeveloped.

—

-
- "

It's only a tree! Local
businesses support the
project. They see it as a boost

My Family and | have lived in the
area for more than 4o years. We
meet our friends for a chat under
the hig tree almost every day
They can develop their office
block elsewhere.

As a local resident, | support the
development. So what if a tree is
destrayed in the process! The
developers have promised to
plant three new trees in a new

park just a few blocks away.
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