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TWO SHARED TEACHING UNITS 
Leah Arthur, Nowra Christian School  

SECONDARY RESOURCES

Editors Comment: Many thanks to Leah Arthur for sharing the following teaching units. It is 
always interesting to see the approaches taken in different schools to implement the NSW 
7 – 10 Geography Syllabus. Nowra Christian School is a very small independent school on the 
South Coast of NSW and they are improving the geographical literacy of their students using 
inquiry based learning approaches such as those used in these two units.

Stage 4: Landscapes and Landforms 

In “Push and Shove”, students explore how geomorphic and 
human process create and change landscapes and landforms. 
Students are pushed to consider the ethical implication of 
human decisions as they interact with landscapes and other 
cultural regions through tourism.

This unit, with a case study of Mount Everest, aims to show 
students that when they understand the Geography of a 
place - the space, environment and change – they are better 
placed to consider larger ethical dilemmas that impact 
on sustainability. Seeing students wrestle with the idea 
of banning climbing on Everest is both invigorating and 
encouraging, not because of their answers but because of the 
critical thinking they use to process information. 

Stage 5: Environmental change and management

Image: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/content/dam/adventure/
photos/everest-then-now/mount-everest-base-camp-night-lights.jpg

In “Let it burn” students explore the current mainstream 
approach to fire management and prevention in Australia and 
undertake a case study that allows them to practice a range 
of geographical skills. During the online and map based case 
study the students “manage” a fire to discover the role that 
RFS and other community members play in fire management 
and how geographical skills are real world applicable. 
Students explore the emerging research around cool burn 
fire management of Indigenous communities. They explore 
how and why these methods are proposed for contemporary 
management and how they benefit environments and 
the indigenous communities. Student finish the unit by 
questioning how non-indigenous people would feel about 
these approaches and discussing why or why not the 
approach may work in the Shoalhaven region given what they 
know of the local vegetation, topography and climate.

Image: http://www.indigenous.gov.au/savanna-burning-a-cleaner-future

Each of these units contain embedded Geography skills which make sense when used in a real-world context. 
Stage 5 students will understand why they are calculating gradient when they are using it to determine which part 
of a forest is under greatest threat from a fire. Similarly, they show an increased awareness of the importance of the 
indigenous perspective to environmental management. The unit concludes with the new research presented in 
Bruce Pascoe’s book Dark Emu. 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/content/dam/adventure/photos/everest-then-now/mount-everest-base-camp-night-lights.jpg
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/content/dam/adventure/photos/everest-then-now/mount-everest-base-camp-night-lights.jpg
http://www.indigenous.gov.au/savanna-burning-a-cleaner-future
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STAGE 4: Push and Shove
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