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What is differentiated/modified 
instruction? 

¤  Differentiated instruction allows one to plan and carry out 
varied approaches to teaching in a flexible way. 

¤  Differentiated Instruction makes it possible to maximize 
learning for ALL students. 

¤  A teacher should proactively plan a variety of ways to ‘get 
at’ and express learning. 

¤  Teachers will still need to tailor or fine tune instructions for 
individual learners, but learning options are available based 
on teachers knowledge of varied needs 

i.e. knowing your students 



¤  The chances are greater that the learning experiences 
will provide an appropriate fit for many learners.  

i.e. developing a series of strategies/activities and altering 
them slightly to match individual learners.   



Curriculum Elements 



¤  Content- what students learn. E.g. curriculum content 

¤  Process- how students go about making sense of ideas 
and information. E.g. class activity or task 

¤  Product- how students demonstrate what they have 
learnt. The ‘end product’. E.g. Essay, speech, power point 
presentation, experiment.   

¤  Learning Environment- the way the classroom works and 
feels. E.g. Making sure there are places in the room to 
work quietly and without distraction, as well as places 
that invite student collaboration;  



Response to student differences 

¤  Readiness- prior mastery of knowledge, understanding 
and skills 

¤  Interest- the students curiosity and passion 

¤  Learning profile- how the student learns and faces 
challenges 



Content, Process and  
Product Differentiation 

 

Whether teachers differentiate content, process, products, 
or the learning environment, the use of ongoing assessment 
and flexible grouping makes this a successful approach to 

instruction. 

(Tomlinson & Allan, 2000). 

 

 



Lesson Ideas for 
differentiated learning 



Jigsaw activity 

¤  A cooperative learning technique. 

¤  Just as in a jigsaw puzzle, each piece--each student's 
part--is essential for the completion and full 
understanding of the final product.  

¤  If each student's part is essential, then each student is 
essential; and that is precisely what makes this strategy so 
effective.  

Show example 

Handout 



3 tier Questioning/Learning Model   

Subject- Physical Activity and Sport Studies 

 

Year group- 9 

 

Topic- Respiratory system 



Example #1 
 Tier 1- Mainstream 
 

Question:  

In one paragraph, list and discuss the structures involved in 
the breathing process. 

(hint- begin with the mouth/nose and finish at the alveoli)  



Tier 2- differentiated 

¤  Draw a flow diagram of the structures that are used in the 
breathing process. 

¤  Write ONE sentence of the role each structure plays in the 
breathing process 

(hint- begin with the mouth/nose and finish at the alveoli)  



Tier 3- differentiated 

¤  Using the proforma provided, place the correct structures 
in the missing boxes to show the breathing process. 

¤   Draw arrows indicating direction of air flow.  

 



Activity #2- Geography question  

¤  Create a 2 and 3 tier differentiated framework based on this 
question: 

Topic- Natural Hazards-Social and Economic impacts of floods 

 (Note: Class shown a video clip on Queensland floods) 

¤  You have been asked by the charity you work for to write a 
300 word proposal asking for funds to assist people affected 
by the Queensland floods. You will need to explain the 
impact of the floods and why the funds are needed.  

(Students doing this activity would need to explain why the funds are 
needed highlighting the economic and social impacts of floods) 



Geography-  
Lesson and Assessment ideas 









Modification of  
Assessment Tasks and Exams 
 
 
 
 



Some ideas to consider; 
 
¤  Allow students to express themselves in ways other than 

written language alone. 

¤  Give product assignments in smaller increments, allowing 
students to complete one portion at a time 

¤  Prepare timelines for product work so that tasks seem 
manageable and comfortably structured. 



¤  Increasing the readability of product assignments- e.g. re 
wording particular words/vocab that students may find 
difficult to interpret. Simplifying the language of the text. 

 

¤  Chucking of information on product assignments into dot 
points to increase the readability fro students.  

¤  Providing templates that guide students through each 
step of doing research. 



¤  Increasing the font of the script and underline/colour key 
content and action words.  

¤  Conduct mini workshops on particular product skills such 
as taking notes in research, conducting interviews, 
drawing conclusions, editing and so on.  

 

¤  Providing a variety of literacy activities in product exams 
for students to complete 



Give it a try! 
Using your task, differentiate accordingly to meet the needs of 
learners in your class 



Wrap up 

¤  The more differentiated a classroom is, the more its 
students feel successful and motivated, resulting in higher 
student achievement. 

¤  Teachers need to provide several learning options, or 
different paths to learning, which help students take in 
information and make sense of concepts and skills. 

¤  Teachers need to provide appropriate levels of 
challenge for all students, including those who lag 
behind, those who are advanced, and those right in the 
middle. 


