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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SCHOOLS

For the 20th consecutive year, geography students from Canberra Grammar School in the ACT have again 

excelled in the Combined Territories division of the Australian Geography Competition, achieving fi rst place. 

Additionally, for the last 11 years, Canberra Grammar School has consistently claimed one of the top 5 

positions in the country – this year gaining fourth place in Australia. 

Geography is such an important part of the School’s educational off ering, as it teaches students the 

importance of both physical and human geography, equips them with a range of specialised skills, and 

helps students develop an appreciation and respect for diff erent viewpoints and ideas, at a local, national 

and international level’ said Dr Justin Garrick, Head of Canberra Grammar School.

Canberra Grammar School’s outstanding results were evident across all year levels with 124 High 

Distinctions and over 100 Distinctions. Individual achievements included; Thomas Lin (Year 8) gaining equal 

fi rst place in Australia in his year group, Daniel McCormack (Year 9) fi rst place in the Combined Territories 

and Otto Power (Yr 12) fi rst place in the Combined Territories. All will receive medals, a certifi cate and book 

voucher. 

Further, Canberra Grammar School’s Tyra Kuan (Year 11) has been selected to represent the ACT at 

Geography’s Big Week Out being held on Kangaroo Island, South Australia in early December this year. From 

this event, four students will be chosen as members of the team, which will represent Australia at the 2020 

International Geography Olympiad in Istanbul, 

Carol Pogson

Head of Geography

Canberra Grammar School 

Australian Capital Territory

The Australian Geography Competition is a joint initiative of the Royal Geographical Society of Queensland 

and the Australian Geography Teachers’ Association.  For further information go to 

                                                                            www.geographycompetition.org.au/content/about-competition

AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHY COMPETITION – 
                                                   ACT WINNERS
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TEACHING RESOURCES

NEW TO THE AGTA  
  GEOGRAPHY UNLOCKED SERIES
N
  G

GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK  
UNLOCKED

Geography Fieldwork Unlocked is 
the third book in the Geography 
Unlocked series. Like companion 
publications – Geography Skills 
Unlocked and Geography Literacy 
Unlocked – the resource seeks 
to support and enhance the 
teaching of Geography in 
Australian Schools. 

The Australian Geography 
Teachers Association (AGTA)  
has published the book with  
Dr Grant Kleeman, one 
of Australia’s leading 
Geography educators, acting 
as coordinating author. 

  NOW AVAILABLE
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ABOUT THIS RESOURCE
Geography Fieldwork Unlocked features 34 inquiry-based fieldwork 
activities developed by a team of experienced Geography educators 

Section 1 of the book introduces the reader to inquiry-based fieldwork. 
It also provides guidance in developing fieldwork action plans, 
research methodologies, and data collection tools and approaches. 
It also provides guidance on the presentation and communication of 
fieldwork findings. 

Section 2 features nine fieldwork activities for primary students (Years 
F/K–6). Each of these activities has been designed to develop students’ 
conceptual understanding and the skills associated with inquiry-based 
learning. 

Section 3 showcases 25 fieldwork activities aligned to the topics 
studied by students in Years 7–10. 

Each fieldwork activity is framed by one or more inquiry questions. 
They also feature: a statement of expected learning; a list of the 
equipment needed to successfully complete each fieldwork activity; 
a short introduction; background information that contextualises 
student learning; pre-fieldwork activities; and detailed step-by-step 
instructions on how to complete each fieldwork task. 

TO ORDER – Email: gta.admin@ptc.nsw.edu.au or Phone: 02 9716 0378 

 Geography Fieldwork Unlocked features 33 inquiry-based 
fieldwork activities developed by a team of experienced 
Geography educators. The book introduces the reader to 
concept of inquiry-based fieldwork. It also provides guidance in 
developing fieldwork action plans, research methodologies, and 
data collection tools and approaches. It also provides guidance 
on the presentation and communication of fieldwork findings.

Each fieldwork activity is framed by one or more inquiry questions. They also 
feature: a statement of expected learning; a list of the equipment needed to 
successfully complete each fieldwork activity; a short introduction; background 
information that contextualises student learning; pre-fieldwork activities; and 
detailed step-by-step instructions on how to complete each fieldwork task.

The Australian Geography Teachers Association (AGTA) offers pre-service 
Geography teachers the opportunity to access three essential teaching 
resources at a considerable discount on their recommended retail price.  
All three resources are available for the heavily discounted price $115.00.

eatures 33 inquiry-basedGeog
fieldw
Geo
con
de
d
o

EaEach fieldwork
feature: a state

 Geography Skills Unlocked a comprehensive coverage of the 
key geographical skills including those related to the focus on 
the emerging technologies used to gather, analyse and present 
geographical data. It provides the user with a student-friendly 
approach with step-by-step explanations, descriptions and 
worked examples. The book includes a wealth of  
stimulus material including a diverse range of  
maps, graphs, aerial photographs, 
satellite images, diagrams and 
photographs.

 Geography Literacy Unlocked 
focuses on developing the literacy 
skills of students. It includes a focus 

on written, visual and oral literacy. 

Find out about the AGTA Geography Unlocked series – www.agta.asn.au/Products
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLS UNLOCKED, the essential 
skills book for Australian secondary schools

KEY FEATURES:
 Contents aligned to the inquiry and skills-based 
requirements of Australian Curriculum: Geography

 An engaging, easy to navigate design

 A student friendly approach with step-by-step 
explanations, descriptions and worked examples

 A focus on emerging technologies used to 
gather, analyse and present geographical data

 GeoSkills and GeoInquiry activities that  
scaffold student learning

 A wealth of stimulus material including 
a diverse range of maps, graphs, aerial 
photographs, satellite images, diagrams  
and photographs

 Examples drawn from each Australian 
state and territory with additional 
international material

 Key terms explained in embedded 
glossary boxes

Geography Skills Unlocked – Revised 
Edition is published by the Australian 
Geography Teachers Association and 
written by a team of experienced 
Geography teachers.
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AGTA ANNOUNCES A REVISED EDITION OF THIS POPULAR BOOK

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS UNLOCKED can be ordered online  
                                                                from AGTA – www.agta.asn.au/Products

AGTA ANNOUNCES AN ESSENTIAL NEW GEOGRAPHY RESOURCE 

GEOGRAPHY LITERACY UNLOCKED has been written 
for secondary geography students seeking to improve their 
literacy skills.  It includes a focus on written, visual and oral 
literacy.
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GEOGRAPHY LITERACY UNLOCKED is published 
by the Australian Geography Teachers Association 
and written by Dr Grant Kleeman. One of Australia’s 
leading geography educators.

GEOGRAPHY LITERACY UNLOCKED  
is available for purchase from the GTANSW website: www.gtansw.org.au

KEY FEATURES:

 An engaging, easy-to-navigate design

 A student-friendly approach featuring step-by-step 
explanations and annotated exemplars

 A focus on the basics of effective written 
communication – spelling, punctuation, tense and 
the use of connectives

Descriptions of the principal text types used in 
geography, supported by annotated examples

  Guidance for writers in quoting, paraphrasing, 
summarising and referencing the work of others

 A focus on the responsible use of social media

 A comprehensive coverage of the principal 
forms of visual and oral texts students 
encounter in geography

 Templates or scaffolds to support the 
interpretative skills students are expected 
to demonstrate.
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