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1. Programming and Registration of 
Differentiation

Rex Cooke



SCHOOL CONTEXT 

● Independent Catholic School (Jesuit tradition), with Years 5-12 on lower north shore of Sydney.

● Around 1200 Boys, with around 330 boarders from country NSW and overseas.

● Comprehensive school-see the full range of academic levels of students within the school.

● Increasing amount of students presenting with learning needs



Differentiation Focus

● Legislation requires the differentiation be clearly addressed within the teaching program.

● Faculty Focus last year to refine and develop the programming of learning adjustments and ensure 

all assessment tasks met the requirements of our students.

● Feedback has been provided by our Learning Support Department



1. Pre Learning Checklist

Put this at the front of the program to show that all staff for each class has checked profiles and 

adjustments needed for each students in  their class.



2. Coding of Learning Adjustments
● To streamline the the registration of the learning adjustments in our programs, we developed a 

coding systems.

● The coding system is designed around key areas of adjustment which allows teachers to really 

tailor and register specifically how they have differentiated the curriculum for their students.

● The key areas are: 

Learning Adjustments-Content, 

       -Disability Provisions, 

       -Environment, 

       -First Nations, 

                                                  -Methods,  

                                                   -Products.







3. Application Within Program

● To register the adjustments within our program we developed a column within the program that is 

set to the side so that the adjustment can be written in.

● To then complete the registration we use the the initials of the student (eg. RC for Rex Cooke) and 

then matched the learning adjustment code against the initials of the student.

● Another layer that we had to implement is to register learning adjustments for our First Nations 

students. We did this by using an * to identify a First Nation student. 





4.Registration/Evaluation

● The final aspect of our differentiation programming is to integrate an area for teacher to be able to 

write down effective adjustments they made to the teaching of the course.

● This has been integrated into our registers to allow teacher to evaluate the unit of work and 

provide adjustments they made during the course and how effective they were in the one place.





2.  Stage 4 & 5 Assessment 
Differentiation Examples 

Cassie Crompton



Universal Design 

Our aim was to create an assessment which:

- Allowed students to access the same marking rubric

- Personalise Learning

- Provide options for students to access curriculum as well as achieve 



Yr 8 Learning Support requirements 
● ADD/ADHD

● Delayed reading, spelling and comprehension skills

● Weaknesses in working memory

● OCD

● Impairment with use of language and understanding

● Basic sentence structure understanding

● Weakness is working memory

● Low average reading skills, word fluency and decoding

● Generalised Anxiety Disorder (GAD)

● Low literacy Skills

● Weak Visual Reasoning skills

● Difficulties in Expressing language
● Difficulties in following multiple instructions, 

longer passages and recalling verbal information

● Low verbal and fluid reasoning

● Difficulties focusing on learning

● Slow to process visual information

● Significant delays in reading comprehension 

skills

● Colour Blind

● Slow processing skills



Stage 4 Geography Assessment - Blue 
Mountains Report

Assessment Task 

General Scaffold - Provided to all students

Comprehension Scaffold  - See learning requirements in Red

Executive Functioning Scaffold - See learning requirements in Green

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wXARC-dRyWW1ftO2WnGtC3ZkqT5845sIghHkwhQ9Z5s/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yoHsPeen2atsYSWmnLFFiKrhPgcroWOUKE9ypN1v96Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UzrIxoG_G8zV-Rp8rem0yZfwmnM3yOs0JGY9y3eGfro/edit


Stage 5 Geography Assessment - Human 
Wellbeing

Assessment Task

Original Scaffold

 Scaffold 2020

https://riverview.instructure.com/courses/7399/assignments/20675
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1efHpADLOzZj8nXNlOAg2BWEMn01Sm_nB8t8PCSuzk04/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ChdektSlKLDz4qB62NE-8Hzxlx2WMzr5UBGRwknuTIA/edit

