Geographical Society of NSW. As the year progresses,
more information will become available about the way
in which geography and geographers at schools and in
universities can increasingly connect through a range of
formal and informal collaborative opportunities.

In closing | would like to thank Lorraine Chaffer, the
journal editor, for the way she has curated this edition of
the Geography Bulletin. This Bulletin is designed more-
so than usual to assist geography teachers in being able

to access relevant, useful resources that transfer easily to
a classroom context.

Wishing you all a productive journey throughout the
remainder of Term 2 and | look forward to our paths
crossing in various forms.

Susan Caldis

President, GTANSW&ACT | STEM Ambassador, Science &
Technology Australia

Science Meets Parliament; Geography Meets STEM
Where is the place of Geography in the STEM space? Part 1

Susan Caldis, President, GTANSW&ACT

2020 STEM Ambassador, Science & Technology Australia

Science Meets Parliament; Geography Meets STEM is

a short report about the connection between (i) the
Strategic Plan for Geography, Geography: Shaping
Australia’s Future (National Committee for Geographical
Sciences, 2018); and (i) a national event, Science Meets
Parliament, in November 2019. The context of a future
possibility for geography education in schools and

for geography as a discipline provides the point of
connection. The purpose of such a report is to set the
foundation for further thought, discourse and a series
of articles to emerge around the question 'Where is the
place of geography in the STEM space?’

Where is the place of geography in the STEM space?

The release of the Strategic Plan for Geography,
Geography: Shaping Australia’s Future provides
evidence-based direction for the discipline of geography,
including its context and representation of geography
as a subject in Australian schools. Directions for the
discipline of geography occurs through a series of
recommendations. One of the recommendations is

for a submission to be developed, for Ministers of
Education, around the recognition of geography as a
partial STEM subject. Geography: Shaping Australia’s
Future is accessible via the following weblink https://
www.science.org.au/files/userfiles/support/reports-
and-plans/2018/geography-decadal-plan.pdf The
process of building a submission starts with theoretical
musings, such as Geography and STEM (Caldis &
Kleeman, 2019) available in Geographical Education
retrievable from https://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/
Geographicalkducation/geoged-v32-2019.php Emerging
from theoretical positions are discussion forums, surveys,
observation of practice and so on. There are typically
many components that make-up one submission.

At the moment, the place of geography in the STEM
space appears as a future possibility and an actionable

item in directional policy for the discipline. The place
of geography in the STEM space also appears in
professional readings for teachers.

Science Meets Parliament is an annual event hosted

by Science & Technology Australia. The event is an
opportunity for parliamentarians, industry professionals,
academics, and policy makers to engage in reciprocal
dialogue and pitching activities about "‘What is your
science? Why does it matter?. The dialogue culminates
in each delegate putting forward at least one evidence-
based proposition related to the future of ‘their science’
As the only representative for geography education

and with the Strategic Plan and professional readings

in hand, my science, pitch and proposition were
dovetailed in to “Geography education; Geography as

a STEM subject; Geography acts as a bridge between
the sciences and social sciences, therefore place-based
analysis, spatial reasoning skills, and understanding
about human-environment-more than human-
interactions add depth and contribute to STEM
understandings whereas the intersection between
Geography and STEM lies in the pedagogy: inquiry,
fieldwork, future-focused problem-solving”. | was also
able to share the current work of a geography teacher
who has embarked upon a GeoSTEM initiative with
Year 9 — tune in to an upcoming GTANSW&ACT webinar
to hear more about this GeoSTEM project from the
teacher! My appointment as a 2020 STEM Ambassador
for geography education suggests a willingness from
parliamentarians, industry professionals, academics and
policy-makers to engage in further dialogue about the
place of Geography in the STEM space.

Although at this point in time there is no definitive
answer to 'Where is the place of Geography in the STEM
space?' there is scope to draw on theory, policy and
practice as a guidance towards the potential realisation
of a future possibility.

Geography Bulletin Vol 52, No2 2020


https://www.science.org.au/files/userfiles/support/reports-and-plans/2018/geography-decadal-plan.pdf
https://www.science.org.au/files/userfiles/support/reports-and-plans/2018/geography-decadal-plan.pdf
https://www.science.org.au/files/userfiles/support/reports-and-plans/2018/geography-decadal-plan.pdf
https://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/GeographicalEducation/geoged-v32-2019.php
https://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/GeographicalEducation/geoged-v32-2019.php

GTANSW & ACT SUP

6  Geography Bulletin Vol 52, No2 2020



https://www.gtansw.org.au/professional-learning/
https://ptcnsw.eventsair.com/gta-hscprep-2020/register/Site/Register
https://www.gtansw.org.au/order-resources/
https://www.gtansw.org.au/professional-learning/

