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Instructions: Here is a list of potential examination questions.

Colour code the difficulty (Diff ) column to show how difficult you think each question is. 
Place a X in the ‘Help’ column if you need advice to answer this question. 

Plan responses to a variety of question types and difficulty levels. Use an extended response planning template.

Write full answers to a selection of these.

Exam preparation using selected  
HSC exam questions

TOPIC:  ECOSYSTEMS AT RISK

Easy Medium Difficult Very Difficult

QUESTION Diff Help

Extended responses – 20 marks

Explain the importance of ecosystem management and protection in ecosystems  
at risk. 

Analyse the biophysical interactions that occur in ONE ecosystem at risk. 

Explain how ONE ecosystem at risk has demonstrated both vulnerability and resilience 
in response to natural stress and human induced modifications

Assess the impact of humans on the functioning of TWO ecosystems at risk.

Discuss how management strategies could be used to address human impacts that 
are placing TWO ecosystems at risk.

Evaluate traditional and contemporary management strategies of TWO ecosystems at 
risk in terms of ecological sustainability

Assess the effectiveness of the strategies that have been used to manage the threats 
to at least ONE ecosystem at risk.

Short answers

Compare the effect of latitude on the nature of TWO different ecosystems at risk. (3)

Outline how changes in weather or climate can affect an ecosystem. (2)

Explain how biophysical factors influence where an ecosystem at risk is located (4) 

Outline why utility value is a reason to protect ecosystems. (2 )

Why is it important to manage and protect ecosystems? (6)

How is an ecosystem you have studied both vulnerable and resilient? (4) 

How has ONE ecosystem at risk responded to natural stress? (6)

Describe how the nature of and rate of change in ONE ecosystem at risk affect its 
functioning. (6)

Outline how ONE example of human-induced stress has affected the functioning of an 
ecosystem. (2)
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REVISION USING SELECTED HSC EXAM QUESTIONS

Questions referring to the stimulus booklet, fieldwork and vocational links

Full page templates can be found in the Edition 3 Supplement. 

Copies of HSC Stimulus booklets can be found in the Google Drive linked to the GTANSW & ACT Senior Geography 
Teachers Facebook Group at https://www.facebook.com/


