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Syllabus Focus: Stage 4 - Interconnections
Key Inquiry Questions

• What role does technology play in connecting people to people, goods, services and information in 
other places?

• What are the consequences of a globally connected world for people and places?

Outcomes
• GE4-2 - describes processes and influences that form and transform places and environments

• GE4-3 - explains how interactions and connections between people, places and environments result in 
change

When teaching the supply chain in the Interconnections unit, one way to start is to investigate each of the 
stages briefly to give the students a sample of what to expect using different examples. Students can define 
and explain each of the stages and within each stage they can start their glossary terms. It is important they 
are familiar with words like extraction, processing, consumption, distribution and waste. As they move through 
each stage they explore:

• laptops, denim jeans and chocolate in the extraction stage

• apples in the manufacturing stage

• tomatoes, salmon and paprika in the distribution stage

• they watch extracts of  ‘Confessions of a Shopaholic’ (2009) in consumption

• they learn about dumpster diving in waste

It doesn’t stop at waste. The need for the supply chain to be circular as opposed to linear means we should 
emphasise sustainability and look at how we can reduce waste by reducing consumption, recycling and 
upcycling. The case study ‘Sustainable fashion hiding in my fruit bowl’ looks at unique ways to combat food 
waste.

There are four activities to support teaching the supply chain. 

1. The Supply Chain

2. Introducing Gucci’s sustainable packaging

3. Sustainable fashion – hiding in your fruit bowl

4. Upcycling
 The upcycling activity has student sample work included to demonstrate quick and easy ways to 

repurpose fashion items.
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