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STAGE 6 GEOGRAPHY CONFERENCE
PLAN EARLY, PLAN WELL, PLAN TOGETHER

FRIDAY 5 MAY – GEOGRAPHY 11–12 / YEAR 11 Focus
8.00 – 8.30 REGISTRATION

8.30 – 9.20

Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country  – GTA NSW & ACT President
Syllabus introduction and Year 11–12 Course overview

YEAR 11 FOCUS AREA: EARTH’S NATURAL SYSTEMS  
Introductory analysis – GTA NSW & ACT 

9.20  – 9.50
EARTH’S NATURAL SYSTEMS – Kati Thanda Lake Eyre Basin
Guest speaker: Richard Kingsford, Professor of Environmental Science,  
Director of Centre for Ecosystem Science School of Biological, Earth & Environmental Sciences UNSW Sydney

9.50 – 10.30 Workshop & Plenary /reflect / discuss/ share/ plan Unit of Work

10.30 – 11.00 MORNING TEA 

11.00 – 11.15 FOCUS AREA: PEOPLE, PATTERNS, AND PROCESSES  
Introductory analysis –  GTA NSW & ACT 

11.15 – 11.45
PEOPLE, PATTERNS, AND PROCESSES – Global population trends and insights
Guest speaker: Simon Kuestenmacher,  
Director & Co-founder of The Demographics Group, Geographer

11.45 – 1.00 Workshop & Plenary/ reflect / discuss/ share/ plan – Unit of Work

1.00 –  2.00 LUNCH

2.00 – 2.15 FOCUS AREA: HUMAN – ENVIRONMENT INTERACTIONS
Introductory analysis – GTA NSW & ACT 

2.15 – 2.45
HUMAN – ENVIRONMENT INTERACTIONS – Climate Change Adaptation
Guest speaker: Catherine Kerr,  
Office of Energy and Climate Change, NSW Treasury Climate Change Adaptation / Geographer)

2.45 – 3.15

HUMAN – ENVIRONMENT INTERACTIONS – Fire and Flood Resilience Missions 
Guest speakers:
Karen O’Connor, Fire Shield Mission Lead, Minderoo Foundation
Rania Poullos, Fire Shield Project Manager, Minderoo Foundation

3.15 – 4.00 Workshop & Plenary / reflect / discuss/ share/ plan – Unit of Work
Concluding comments on Year 11 Course Q & A

Conference Program

SATURDAY 6 MAY – GEOGRAPHY 11–12 / YEAR 12 Focus
8.30 – 9.00 REGISTRATION

9.00 – 9.15

Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country GTA NSW & ACT President
Key points from Day 1 on 11–12 Syllabus, Assessment, HSC Exam  

YEAR 12 FOCUS AREA: GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY
Introductory analysis – GTA NSW & ACT 

9.15 –10.45

SUSTAINABILITY
Guest speakers:
Karen Davids, Circular Economy Consultant MRA, Geographer. Circular Economy explained
Alison Jose, Circular Centre, STSC Sustainable Textile Supply Chain and Adetex Circular Solutions.
Circularity in the textiles/fashion industry
Alex Webb, Marine Stewardship Council. Industry Certification

10.45 –11.15 MORNING TEA
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RICHARD KINGSFORD, Professor of 
Environmental Science, Director of Centre 
for Ecosystem Science School of Biological, 
Earth and Environmental Sciences UNSW 
Sydney.
Richard is a river ecologist and 
conservation biologist who has worked 
extensively across the wetlands and rivers 

of the Murray-Darling Basin and Lake Eyre Basin. He worked 
for the NSW Government Environment agency from 1986-
2004. He also worked with many different communities and 
governments across this region. His research has influenced the 
policy and management of rivers in Australia, including through 
involvement on state and federal advisory committees. He also 
leads a reintroduction or rewilding project, Wild Deserts, in Sturt 
National Park (NSW), collaborating on the Platypus Conservation 
Initiative and Red-Listing of Ecosystems. He is also researches 
effective ways of implementing effective conservation actions 
through developing adaptive management approaches and 
engagement with communities.

SATURDAY 6 MAY – GEOGRAPHY 11–12 / YEAR 12 Focus   continued
11.15–11.45 Global Sustainability: Workshop & plenary / reflect / discuss/ share

11.45 –12.00 FOCUS AREA: RURAL AND URBAN PLACES 
Introductory analysis: GTANSW & ACT 

12.00 – 1.00

URBAN PLACES
Guest speaker: Andrew Toovey, Lecturer, UNSW School of Education.  
A place within a larger urban settlement 
Guest speaker: Larissa Shashkof, LendLease Project Stakeholder and Communications Manager, 
Communities.  Fig Tree Hill

1.00 – 1.30 Workshop & Plenary/ reflect / discuss/ share/ plan – Unit of Work

1.30 – 2.15 LUNCH

2.15 – 2.30 FOCUS AREA: ECOSYSTEMS AND GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY
Introductory analysis: GTA NSW & ACT 

2.30 – 3.00
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
Guest speaker:  Professor Brett Summerell, Chief Scientist, Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney
/ Biodiversity conservation

3.00– 4.00

Workshop & Plenary/ reflect / discuss/ share/ plan a Unit of Work
Conclusion – assessment, and the HSC Exam
Sharing of group Draft Units of Work / ideas / resources
Q & A / comments / concerns / support 
Other PL opportunities

4.00 CLOSE

STAGE 6 GEOGRAPHY CONFERENCE
 PLAN EARLY, PLAN WELL, PLAN TOGETHER

Conference Program

Conference Speakers
SIMON KUESTENMACHER, 
Director and Co-founder of The 
Demographics Group, he presents 
on demographic and global trends 
that are shaping Australia today 
and into the future.
Simon is a columnist for The 
New Daily newspaper, a monthly 
columnist for The Australian 

newspaper; and he is a media commentator on 
demographic and data matters.
In his spare time Simon has authored three books 
on maps and runs what is by now the world’s largest 
Twitter account dedicated to maps and data. His 
social media posts reach over 25 million people every 
month. Simon ranks as one of the world’s top 10 
influencers in data.
I’m a Geographer https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EmxrZ9womN8

Over 200 teachers attended the Stage 6 Conference at the Aerial Function Centre, at UTS in Sydney. 
Most teachers attended both days and were supported by a team of 14 fieldwork and spatial technology 
providers and 12 GTA Councillors over the two days. 

A program of Stage 6 Conversations based on the conference resources and expertise will be provided as 
after-school workshops to support regional teachers. Locations and dates to be confirmed.


